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Key issues  
for this period  

§ FAO Sierra Leone sets three priori-

ties for the next three years;   

§ Supporting women farmers to in-

crease production and value for 

better price;  

§ Promoting tree planting to protect 

the environment;  

§ Strengthening laboratory capacity 

to conduct efficient surveillance;  

§ Increasing the production and mar-

keting of small ruminants;  

§ Strengthening collaboration for a 

successful implementation of the 

National Land Policy;   

§ Diversifying the income of mineral -

rich communities;   

FAO embarks on fishpond construction 

in Kono District  

§ Restoring the socio -economic ac-

tivities of farmers severely hit by 

the Ebola disease outbreak;  

§ Solidifying collaboration on One 

Health approach  

FAO Sierra Leone sets three  

priorities for the next three years  

The Sierra Leone representation of the Food and Agriculture Or-

ganization of the United Nations (FAO) has sets out three priori-

ties in its new Country Programming Framework (CPF) to guide 

its partnership and support with the Government of Sierra Leone 

and other development partners from 2017 to 2019.  

The CPF was prepared following consultation and agreement with 

the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food Security (MAFFS), 

the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources, the Ministry of 

Land, Country Planning and Environment, United Nations agen-

cies, food security stakeholders, resource partners and Civil Socie-

ty organizations. 

Improved livelihoods and nutrition outcomes through improved 
productivity and diversification along the food system value chain 

using a responsible agribusiness development approach; Respon-
sible governance and sustainable management of natural re-

sources , and increased resilience and social protection for vulner-
able groups constitutes the three priorities under this CPF 

Aligning the CPF with government and global priorities  

The CPF is specifically aligned to four government priority areas in 
the Agenda for Prosperity ï Economic diversification to promote 
inclusive growth, managing natural resources, labour & employ-
ment, and social protection. The CPF priority area one is aligned to 
government pillar 1 and 5, CPF priority 2 is aligned to government 
pillar 2, and priority 3 is aligned to government pillar 6 while gov-
ernment pillar 8,  Gender equality and womenôs empowerment, 
cuts across all the CPF priorities.                                      Page 2  
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Staff of the FAO Sierra Leone discussing the new priorities of the Representation  



Within this CPF, FAO Sierra Leone will align its 
programmes and projects to the three regional pri-
ority areas that were identified and agreed upon 
during the 28th FAOôs Regional Conference for Af-
rica. The Regional Initiatives (RIs) include: re-
newed partnership for a unified approach to end 
hunger in Africa by 2025 under the Framework of 
the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme; sustainable production intensification 
and value chain development, and resilience build-
ing in drylands of Africa.  

Out of the 17 (seventeen) Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs),  FAO Sierra Leone is directly working 

on  Goal 1, End poverty in all its forms everywhere; 

Goal 2, End hunger, achieve food security and im-

proved nutrition and promote sustainable agricul-

ture;  Goal 6, Ensure availability and sustainable 

management of water and sanitation for all; Goal 7, 

Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable 

and modern energy for all; Goal 8, Decent work and 

economic growth; Goal 12, Ensure sustainable con-

sumption and production patterns; Goal 13, Take 

urgent action to combat climate change and its im-

pacts; Goal 14, Conserve and sustainably use the 

oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development; and Goal 15, Protect, restore and pro-

mote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sus-

tainably manage forests, combat desertification, 

and halt and reverse land degradation and halt bio-

diversity loss. 

These pillars are critical for agricultural inclusive 

growth, sustainable use of natural resources and 

reduced vulnerability, building the foundations for 

agricultural transformation and equitable and sus-

tainable economic growth. 

Implementing and achieving the priorities  

FAO will, among other things, employ rights -based 

perspective, and will use responsible inclusive and 

gender equitable agribusiness development ap-

proaches that aim to create better job opportunities 

and decent rural employment for women, men, and 

youth. 

The Organization will strengthen the policy ena-

bling environment, governance mechanisms and 
advocacy for the sustainable and equitable manage-

ment of land, fishery and forest sectors, and seek 
to bring together different interest groups and ad-

vocate for improved access to, and control over 
natural resources for vulnerable or marginalized 

groups, including women and youth.  

The Ministry of Lands, Country Planning and the 
Environment has expressed determination to 
closely work with parliamentarians to achieve the 
required legal reforms for the successful imple-
mentation of the National Land Policy.  
The Ministry acknowledges that the existing laws 
and policies governing the land system in Sierra 
Leone are outdated and in need of reform. 
This plan was revealed by the Permanent Secretary 
of the Ministry, Barba Fortune during his keynote 
address on behalf of the Minister of Lands, Coun-
try Planning and the Environment, at a one day 
training session organized by the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
in partnership with a civil society network, Action 
for Large-scale Land Acquisition Transparency 
(ALLAT) and the Ministry. The session was held, 
among other things, to provide a better under-
standing for the parliamentarians on the National 
Land Policy and the Voluntary Guidelines on the 
Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fish-
eries and Forests (VGGT) principles.  
 

The desire for a better land administration  
ñBy 2027, we expect to have an integrated, secure, 
transparent, affordable and efficient administra-
tion in management of the land system that under-
pins the growth, social stability and sustainable 
resource development in Sierra Leoneò, he wished.   
The Chairperson for the Committee of Lands in 
parliament, Honorable Rosaline Smith stated that 
the increased demand for land, either for large-
scale investment, public goods, agriculture, fisher-
ies and forests, or for private construction, has re-
sulted in recurrent conflict. ñThis has necessitated 
reform for the land administration and tenure sys-
tem in Sierra Leoneò, she said.  
She expressed hope that the new National Land 
Policy would bring about the review of current 
laws and the enactment of new ones in order to 
reflect the policy and the VGGT principles and 
standards.                               Page 4  
 

Strengthening collaboration for 

a successful implementation of 

the National Land Policy  



In his presentation on the civil society position on 
the status of the countryôs land sector reform,  the 
Coordinator for ALLAT, Abdulai Bun Wai, de-
scribed the land sector as confusing, and claimed 
that the confusion is as a result of too many players 
working independently of each other with no prop-
er communication.   

The need for a sustainable collaboration  

The Assistant FAO Representative for Programme, 
Joseph Brima informed the gathering that Sierra 
Leone is recognized as a successful example for im-
plementing the VGGT through a multi -actor and 
multi -sector approach. 

For that reason, he encouraged the parliamentari-
ans that, it is better for high -level discussions on 
tenure governance to continue; an institutional 
framework to be established to foster ownership 
and action; capacity development and awareness-
raising activities be continued, and the strong polit-
ical will and buy-in from the government be built 
upon. 

Presentations and discussions were focused on the 
implementation of the VGGT in Sierra Leone; the 
National Land Policy implementation framewrok, 
and generally, on the issues that surround land, 
fisheries and forests in the country. 

It is expected that the parliamentarians will be in a 
better position to debate in favour of land related 
bills in Parliament, and that their knowledge of the 
National Land Policy and VGGT will enable them 
to educate their constituents, participate in negoti-
ations for land acquisition or leases and protect the 
natural resources in the various constituencies. 

0f ç /gn]eZ]j âàáå· l`] 8gjd\ )]Ydl` 0j_YfarYlagf Ñ8)0Ò \][dYj]\ 4a]jjY 
-]gf] ^j]] g^ &ZgdY 7ajmk %ak]Yk]º 5`] j]_mdYj \ak]Yk] egfalgjaf_ mh\Yl] Zq l`] 
.afakljq g^ )]Ydl` Yf\ 4YfalYlagf j]n]Yd]\ l`Yl l`] [gmfljq j][gj\]\ ã·åèé 
[gf³je]\ \]Yl`k Yf\ ä·àåá kmjnangjk \mjaf_ l`] gmlZj]Ycº  

5`] \][dYjYlagf g^ l`] ]f\ g^ l`] &ZgdY %ak]Yk] gmlZj]Yc Zjgm_`l j]da]^ lg l`] 
[gmfljqº )go]n]j· l`] \ak]Yk] gmlZj]Yc d]^l k]n]jYd k][lgjk g^ l`] [gmfljq YǊ][l¼
]\º "_ja[mdlmj]· o`a[` ak l`] ljY\alagfYd j]n]fm] _]f]jYlagf kgmj[] g^ l`] [gmf¼
ljq oYk fgl khYj]\º 5`] kalmYlagf oYk egj] k]n]j] Z][Ymk] g^ l`] e]Ykmj]k Í 
egn]e]fl j]klja[lagf· [dgkmj] g^ h]jag\a[ eYjc]lk· Yf\ ZYf gf hmZda[ _Yl`]jaf_ 
Í ]f^gj[]\ lg klgh l`] khj]Y\ g^ l`] najmkº  

5`]k] e]Ykmj]k j]kmdl]\ lg l`] \akjmhlagf g^ ^Yjeaf_ Y[lanala]k· j]\m[lagf af 
dYZgj ^gj[] Yf\ l`] \]hd]lagf g^ j]ngdnaf_ ^mf\k g^ af\ana\mYd ^Yje]jk Yf\ 
_jgmhkº  

$gfka\]jaf_ l`] Y\n]jk] ]Ǌ][lk g^ l`] \ak]Yk] gmlZj]Yc gf l`] [gmfljq· l`] 
(gn]jfe]fl g^ 4a]jjY -]gf] dYmf[`]\ l`] 1j]ka\]flók 3][gn]jq 1jagjala]k· o`a[` 
j]hj]k]fl Y emdla-klYc]`gd\]j hjg_jYee] g^ afn]kle]fl· afl]f\]\ lg \jan] kmk¼
lYafYZd] kg[ag-][gfgea[ ljYfk^gjeYlagf af 4a]jjY -]gf]º 5`] 1jg_jYee] gml¼
daf]\ k]n]f c]q Yj]Yk· af[dm\af_ 4g[aYd 1jgl][lagf Yf\ 1janYl] 4][lgj %]n]dgh¼
e]fl· o`a[` afl]f\]\· Yegf_ gl`]j l`af_k· lg af[j]Yk] Y_ja[mdlmjYd hjg\m[lagf 
Yf\ hjg\m[lanalq g^ lYj_]l]\ [jghk µ dan]klg[c· Yf\ ]f`Yf[] [gee]j[aYd Y_ja[md¼
lmj] \]n]dghe]flº  

*f kmhhgjl g^ l`ak· l`] 'gg\ Yf\ "_ja[mdlmj] 0j_YfarYlagf g^ l`] 6fal]\ /Ylagfk 
Ñ'"0Ò af hYjlf]jk`ah oal` l`] .afakljq g^ "_ja[mdlmj]· 'gj]kljq Yf\ 'gg\ 4][m¼
jalq Ñ."''4Ò· oal` ^mf\k ^jge l`] 4o]\ak` *fl]jfYlagfYd %]n]dghe]fl $ggh]j¼
Ylagf "_]f[q Ñ4*%"Ò· aehd]e]fl]\ l̀] 1gkl &ZgdY 3][gn]jq· "_jaZmkaf]kk· 'gg\ 
4][mjalq· 8ge]fÂk &ehgo]je]fl %akYkl]j 3akc 3]\m[lagf hjgb][l oal` Yf 
gZb][lan] g^ j]klgjaf_ ZYka[ kg[ag-][gfgea[ k]jna[]k Yf\ da^laf_ ][gfgea[ _jgol` 
jYl] Zq eglanYlaf_ ][gfgea[ Y[lanala]k lg af[j]Yk] ^gg\ k][mjalq Yf\ fmljalagf· 
Yf\ af[j]Yk] hjanYl] k][lgj jgd] af Y_ja[mdlmj] k][lgj Yf\ oge]fÂk ]ehgo]j¼
e]flº 

5`] (ZgjlaeY "_jaZmkaf]kk $]flj] Ñ"#$Ò· o`a[` ak dg[Yl]\ af /bYdY .gcgf\]· 
4gml` g^ 4a]jjY -]gf] ak gf] g^ l`] áâ "#$k l`Yl o]j] kmhhgjl]\ Zq l`] hjgb][l 
lg af[j]Yk] hjg\m[lagf Yf\ eYjc]laf_ g^ keYdd jmeafYflkº                      1Y_] å  

Restoring the socio - economic activi-

ties of farmers severely hit by the 

Ebola disease outbreak  

L- R Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Lands, Babar Fortune,  Chairperson for the Committee of Lands in parliament,  

Honorable Rosaline Smith and the Assistant FAO Representative for Programme, Joseph Brima  
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5`] e]eZ]jk`ah g^ l`] $]flj] ak eY\] mh g^ k]n]f 'Yje]j #Yk]\ 0j¼
_YfarYlagfk Ñ'#0kÒ oal` âáà ^Yje]jkº  #]^gj] l`] \ak]Yk] gmlZj]Yc· l`] 
e]eZ]jk`ah oYk eYafdq ]f_Y_]\ af ja[]· n]_]lYZd] Yf\ ZY[cqYj\ jYZZal 
hjg\m[lagfº 5`]aj eYbgj kgmj[]k g^ af[ge] o]j] hjg[]]\k ^jge l`] kYd] 
g^ l`]aj hjg\m[lk Yf\ egfl`dq [gfljaZmlagfk lg l`]aj 7addY_] 4Ynaf_k Yf\ 
-gYf "kkg[aYlagf Ñ7-4"Òº  

5`] $]flj] oYk n]jq j]fgof]\ ^gj ja[] hjg\m[lagf Yf\ aehjgn]\ Y_ja¼
[mdlmjYd hjY[la[]kº *l oYk Y kmhhda]j lg l`] fYlagfYd k]]\ ZYfc· 4]]\ .md¼
lahda[Ylagf $]flj]º *f âàáâ· l`] e]eZ]jk`ah oYk YoYj\]\ ljY[lgj Zq l`] 
(gn]jfe]fl ^gj Z]af_ l`] dYj_]kl /&3*$" 3a[] hjg\m[]j Yf\ l][`fgdg¼
_q ^Yje]jk af l`] [gmfljqº  

)go]n]j· l`] hjg_j]kk eY\] Zq l`] $]flj] oYk \akjmhl]\ Zq l`] &ZgdY 
%ak]Yk] gmlZj]Ycº "[[gj\af_ lg l`] $`YajeYf g^ l`] (ZgjlaeY "#$· 
4YǊ]Y 5gjlg· l`] "#$ oYk gf l`] `]a_`l g^ dYf\ hj]hYjYlagf lg ]eZYjc 
gf Y k]n]flq-Y[j] ja[] hjg\m[lagf o`]f l`] &ZgdY %ak]Yk] Zj]Yc gmlº  

Ã%mjaf_ l`] gmlZj]Yc· l`] hja[]k g^ ^gg\klmǊ af[j]Yk]\ Yf\ kge] o]j] 
fgl ]n]f Y[[]kkaZd]º 4g· o] ^]\ gf gmj j]k]jn]\ k]]\kº  .gkl g^ l`] k]]\ 
dgYfk l`Yl o] _Yn] gml lg ^Yje]jk o]j] fgl j]^mf\]\ Yk l`]q [gehdYaf]\ 
g^ dgo qa]d\ Z][Ymk] g^ l`] \akjmhlagf af ^Yjeaf_ Y[lanala]kÄ· `] dYe]fl]\º  

)] Y\\]\ l`Yl· l`]aj kYnaf_k `Yn] Z]]f ]p`Ymkl]\ Z][Ymk]· l`] [gfljaZm¼
lagfk lg l`]aj 74-" klghh]\ ^gj faf] egfl`k Yf\ egkl g^ l`] \]Zlgjk 
\a\ fgl j]hYq l`] dgYfk l`Yl l`]q lggc ^jge l`] "#$º "[[gj\af_ `ae· 

l`]q n]flmj]\ aflg keYdd jmeafYflk hjg\m[lagf Zq Zmqaf_ k`Yj]k oal` 
l`] j]eYafaf_ egf]q af l`]aj Y[[gmflº  

5`] hjgb][l _Yn]   44- èá·éçè·ààà· ]imanYd]fl lg 64%áá ààà Yk [Yk` 
ljYfk^]j lg l`] eYfY_]e]fl g^ l`] (ZgjlaeY "#$ lg af[j]Yk] l`] hjg¼
\m[lagf Yf\ eYjc]laf_ g^ keYdd jmeafYflk· ljYaf]\ l`j]] [geemfalq 
YfaeYd `]Ydl` ogjc]jk· hjgna\]\ gf] kgdYj ^ja\_] ^gj hj]k]jnaf_ nY[[af]k· 
Zgm_`l khYj] hYjlk Yf\ j]hYaj]\ oj][c]\ eY[`af]k l`Yl o]j] mf\]j-mk]\ 
\mjaf_ l`] &ZgdY gmlZj]Yc· ljYaf]\ eY[`af] gh]jYlgjk Yf\ [gf\m[l]\ 
ZdYfc]l nY[[afYlagf ^gj l`] YfaeYdk af l`] [geemfala]k o`]j] l`] '#0k 
Yj] dg[Yl]\º  

5`] $`YajeYf j]n]Yd]\ l`Yl l`] j][gn]jq kmhhgjl l`Yl l`]q j][]an]\ ^jge 
'"0 _j]Yldq j]nan]\ Y[lanala]k Yl l`] $]flj] Yf\ ]f[gmjY_]\ egj] e]e¼
Z]jk lg [ge] gfZgYj\º  

)] ]phdYaf]\ l`Yl l`] gh]jYlagf g^ l`] j]hYaj]\ eY[`af]k `Yn] fgl gfdq 
j]nan]\ l`] af[ge] _]f]jYlagf Yl l`] "#$· Zml Ydkg hjgna\]\ bgZ lg 
lo]flq qgml`º )] Y\\]\ l`Yl· l`] keYdd jmeafYfl hjg\m[lagf `Yk `]dh]\ 
af \an]jka^qaf_ l`]aj ][gfgeq Yf\ l`] fmljalagfYd ZYdYf[] g^ l`] [geem¼
falqº 

5gjlg j]n]Yd]\ l`Yl l`] ZdYfc]l nY[[afYlagf _j]Yldq `]dh]\ lg kYn] l`] 
dan]k g^ YfaeYdk af l`]aj [geemfalq· Yk l`] nY[[afYlagf h]jag\ [gaf[a\]\ 
oal` l`] gmlZj]Yc g^ /]o[Ykld] %ak]Yk]k af l`] [geemfalqº   
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The Food and Agriculture Organization of the Unit-
ed Nations (FAO) in partnership with the  Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Food Security 
(MAFFS) on Thursday, 8 June 2017 held a ground-
breaking event for the refurbishment of the Teko 
Central Veterinary Laboratory.  
The activity is part of FAOôs efforts to strengthen 
laboratory capacity at country and district levels to 
conduct surveillance of priority zoonotic diseases 
under the project,  Supporting the Global Health 
Security Agenda to address zoonotic diseases and 
animal health  which is funded by the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID).  
Addressing the audience at the groundbreaking 
event at the Teko ground in Makeni, Bombali Dis-
trict, the Minister of Agriculture Forestry and Food 
Security, Patrick Monty Jones stated that livestock 
development is special to attaining protein level 
and food sufficiency in Sierra Leone.   
ñWe need a functional laboratory to carry out diag-
noses on animals and possible zoonotic diseasesò, 
Jones stressed. 
He told the audience that the essence of the labora-
tory will surely be noticed in a not too distant fu-
ture, when it will be equipped and capacitated 
enough to detect and prevent potential threat to the 
country. ñIf this station was effective, maybe, we 
would have detected the emergence of the Ebola 
virus disease was comingò, he lamented. 
The FAO Representative in Sierra Leone, Nyabenyi 
Tipo said that the rehabilitation exercise is a clear 
demonstration of the good partnership between 
FAO, the Government of Sierra Leone and the 
United States of America. 
ñSuccessful operation of the Teko Laboratory will 
not only depend on the administrative structure 
and the capacity of its personnel, but on the sus-
tained supply of samples from the fieldò, she noted. 
Tipo explained that FAO follows a holistic approach 

to developing the livestock sector, including sup-
port in the areas of policy, animal health, produc-
tion and productivity. She informed the gathering 
that FAO has earmarked additional equipment and 
reagents that are essential for bringing the lab back 
to a fully functional central national laboratory of-
fering services to livestock owners in Sierra Leone.  
The United States Ambassador to Sierra Leone, 
John Hoover expressed satisfaction to being a part-
ner in helping to rebuild the Sierra Leoneôs animal 
health sector, which can enable the country to stop 
future outbreaks before they become epidemics. 
 The Teko Central Veterinary Laboratory located at 
Makeni was established in the 1949 to provide ani-
mal health services to farmers in Sierra Leone, es-
pecially in the North. The laboratory became re-
nowned in the areas of bacteriology, parasitologi-
cal, haematology, histopathology, serology, produc-
tion vaccine against Contagious Bovine Pleuro-
pneumonia (CBPP) and research, which made it 
one of the major referral centres on animal health 
in West Africa. 
Suddenly, work in the lab declined due to the de-
structions caused by the civil conflict, and conse-
quently, the lack of constant funding, lack of 
maintenance of equipment, lack of reagents, con-
sumables and staff attrition.  
With the funding from USAID, FAO is undertaking 
a major renovations, including structural changes 
on the building, construction of perimeter fences, 
provision of water and electricity, adequate dispos-
al of hazardous materials. FAO will equally equip 
the laboratory with essential consumables and sim-
ultaneously train staff in consultation with MAFFS.  
Once completed, the refurbished Teko laboratory 
will be the central point of contact for samples col-
lected for diseases such as rabies, avian influenza 
and anthrax and other priority zoonotic diseases, 
and diseases of high economic impact. 

Preparing communities to respond to disaster in Sierra Leone  

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) in partnership with 
the Office of National Security (ONS) has trained 
District Disaster Management Committees 
(DDMCs) on óStrengthening preparedness and 
planning for Disaster Risk Reduction and Manage-
ment in agriculture in Bo, Bonthe and Pujehun dis-
trictsô. 
The training was held from 15 to 19 May 2017 in 
the Njala University Campus in Mokonde, and it is 
part of FAOôs flood response through the pro-
ject, Emergency agricultural support to flood -

affected households in Bo, Bonthe and Pujehun 
districts . It aimed to initiate the planning process 
for Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
(DRRM), focusing on agriculture sector, with po-
tential to applying the same methodology to other 
economic sectors. 
The training brought together representatives of 
local councils, paramount chiefs, security sector, 
agriculture officials, non -governmental organiza-
tions, civil society and the media, who are mostly 
members of the disaster management committees 
in the three districts.                        Page 7  



   

Officially opening the session, the FAO Representa-
tive in Sierra Leone, Nyabenyi Tipo told participants 
that the Organization places premium on disaster 
response by including, ñIncrease the resilience of 
livelihoods from disastersò in its priority objectives. 
Tipo explained that FAO is helping countries govern 
risks and crises, watch to safeguard, prevent and 
mitigate risks, and support countriesô preparation 
and response. ñThe Organization has many other 
good economic practices in the field, and most of 
them are aligned with country priorities as shown in 
our Country Programming Frameworkò, she added. 
The Deputy Director, Disaster Risk Reduction in the 
Office of National Security, Nabieu Kamara 
acknowledged that the country has a minimal ca-
pacity to manage disaster due to low finance and 
logistics. 
He therefore commended the training to be timely 
and very relevant for the communities. ñThe gains in 
disaster risk reduction are enormous and greater 
than its responsesò, he said. 
The Representative of the District Councils and 
Chairman of Bo District Council, Joseph Munda 
Bindi stated that disaster management responsibili-
ties are been delegated to local councils, but they do 
not have the required resources to execute such 

function. ñOur experience from the September 2015 
floods made us realize that both the central and lo-
cal governments were not prepared enough to han-
dle disasterò, he lamented. 
Other representatives from the various sectors, in-
cluding the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Food Security (MAFFS), acknowledged the rele-
vance of the training. 
As part of its recovery response, FAO in partnership 
with MAFFS, in the 2016 planting season distribut-
ed farming inputs and other starter kits to 1,781 
households that were affected by the flash floods. 
At the end of the training, participants were famil-
iarized with the main Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management terms and concepts; gained new 
knowledge and examples of institutional Disaster 
Risk Management system arrangements; conducted 
participatory vulnerability assessment based on 
their districts; assessed hazard impacts and vulnera-
bility of agriculture sector in the three districts; de-
fined status of preparedness, response, recovery and 
rehabilitation capacities of the District Disaster 
Management Committees in the districts;  and initi-
ated development of Disaster Risk Management 
Plans of Action for the three districts.  
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Stakeholders and members of the disaster management committees from Bo, Pujehun and Bonthe Districts   

discussing disaster response strategies for the three districts  



Promoting tree planting  

to protect the environment  

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) in partnership with the For-
estry Division of the  Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Food Security (MAFFS) on Monday, 5 
June 2017 held tree planting events in four com-
munities in Bo and Moyamba Districts.  
The event marked the commemoration of World 
Environment Day, and is a key activity in the FAO 
led pilot implementation of the Sierra Leone Com-
munity Based Forestry (CBF) Concept. The CBF 
project aims to strengthen forest tenure rights in 
order to generate meaningful social, economic and 
environmental benefits from sustainable forest 
management. Furthermore, the implementation of 
the CBF Concept in Sierra Leone is expected to im-
prove food security and strong community institu-
tions which will go a long way in securing and in-
creasing the forest resources and hence, enhancing 
the environmental services they provide. 
The symbolic tree planting event took place at 
Gbaiima Songa, in Bo District, southern Sierra Le-
one. I t garnered the participation of central and 
local authorities, development partners, communi-
ty based organizations and the inhabitants in the 
beneficiary communities. A total of four thousand 
seedlings of fast growing Nitrogen trees are to be 
planted in Gbaiima Songa, in Bo district, and Ba-
oma, Pambela, and Domboma communities in the 
Dasse Chiefdom, Moyamba District. 
The Chairman of Bo District Council, Joseph Mun-
da Bindi described the event as a moment of re-
flection on the impacts of human activities towards 
the environment and the necessary actions that 
need to be taken to minimise the negative impacts. 
ñOur daily activities are responsible for climate 
change. Therefore, we all have the responsibility to 
fix the problems that we have caused to the envi-
ronmentò, he encouraged. 
He recounted that there used to be varieties of ani-
mal species, including Elephant and Baboon in the 
Bo District, but most of them can no longer be 
found in the communities because of deforesta-
tion. He pledged to work with the communities to 
institute bye -laws that minimise deforestation.  
The District Agriculture Officer of Bo, Rashid Ha-

run Kamara lamented that deforestation has con-
tributed greatly to low agricultural yield in recent 
times. He advised the farmers to divert their activi-
ties to the inland valley swamps instead of upland 
farming.  
The Natural Resource Management Officer of 
FAO, Christian Schulze informed the gathering 
that the CBF Concept originated from the imple-
mentation of the Voluntary Guidelines on the Re-
sponsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries 
and Forests in the Context of National Food Secu-
rity  (VGGT), and that the project aims at ensuring 
local control and management of forest resources. 
Schulze recalled that, in one of the projectôs com-
munity mobilization meetings in the Dasse Chief-
dom, the community people clearly outlined the 
many benefits, including food, water, medicine 
and furniture that they get from their forest, but 
also, acknowledged the degradation of the forests 
by fire outbreak, floods, storm and other disasters 
caused as a result of human actions. 
He congratulated the communities for providing 
meaningful leadership and willingness in offering 
their tropical forests for inclusion in the CBF pilot.  
The Paramount Chief of Gbo Chiefdom, Ruth 
Fawundu Songa IV expressed gratitude to FAO 
and MAFFS for taking the initiative to protect their 
community forests, and disclosed that it was an 
action that the chiefdom authorities have long 
been yearning for because of the adverse effects 
that deforestation has caused to them. 
She expressed the willingness of her chiefdom to 
participate in the CBF pilot, and disclosed that 
they have set a committee to stop charcoal burn-
ing, which is a major problem for the chiefdom.  
Several stakeholders, including the Environment 
Protection Agency, lamented on the climate im-
pacts on the communities, and recommended for 
urgent actions to be taken to prevent the occur-
rence of severe disaster. 
Sierra Leone was originally a forested country with 
over 60 percent of its land covered by closed high 
forest or moist evergreen and semi-deciduous 
types. However, less than 10 per cent of the origi-
nal primary forest cover remains today, as a result 
of deforestation attributed to the shifting cultiva-
tion practiced by more than 75 percent of the 
countryôs population, growing populations and 
shortening fallows.  
The tree planting event was simultaneously done 
in the four communities.  



Increasing the production and marketing of small ruminants  

Juliet Alie, 32, is very much optimistic, more than 

ever, in her venture in raising livestock because of 

the impressing amount of goats and vaccines that 

her group, Yormata has befitted from the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Na-

tions.  

The Yormata group is attached to the Lei Agri-

business Centre (ABC) in Kono District, Eastern 

Sierra Leone. The group is made up of 28 females 

and two males, who had been mainly engaged in 

rice farming and petty trading.  

According to Juliet, the groupôs main source of 

income was its savings and loan scheme, towards 

which every member contributed SLL 1000 per 

week, and the proceeds from the sales of their 

products. It was from their savings that they used 

to embark on joint investment and also gave out 

loans to members.  

However, the Ebola Disease outbreak caused set-

back to their activities and greatly ruined their in-

come. ñIn 2014, each member received SLL 

400,000 loan from our savings for investment, but 

most of them have not paid anything as a result of 

the Ebola impactsò, she disclosed. She attributed 

their lose to the measures ï movement restriction, 

closure of periodic market and ban on public gath-

ering ï taken by government to stop the virus 

transmission.  

According to her, the constant reminders for mem-

bers to refund the loans had scared away most of 

them from participating in their weekly meetings 

and other activities of the group. ñI am just too ex-

cited about their participation since we received 

these recovery support from FAO. We now have 

our weekly meetings with maximum attendance, 

and we even have interested persons who want to 

join our groupò, she stated.                            Page 10  
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The Chairlady of the Yormata group, Juliet Alie , opening the ranch for the goats to go out for grazing  



FAO in partnership with the Ministry of Agricul-

ture, Forestry and Food Security (MAFFS), with 

funds from the Swedish International Develop-

ment Cooperation Agency (SIDA), for the imple-

mentation of the Post Ebola Recovery, Agribusi-

ness, Food Security, Womenôs Empowerment Dis-

aster Risk Reduction gave   SSL 81,978,000 as cash 

transfer to the management of 11 ABCs to increase 

the production and marketing of small ruminants.  

The project also trained three community animal 

health workers , provided one solar fridge for pre-

serving vaccines, bought spare parts and repaired 

wrecked machines that were under-used during 

the Ebola outbreak, trained three machine opera-

tors and conducted blanket vaccination for the ani-

mals in the communities where the FBOs are locat-

ed.  

The Lei Agribusiness Centre, to which Yormata 

group belongs, benefited 140 Goats as part of the 

Ebola recovery support provided by FAO. Juliet is 

rearing 25 goats out of the lots, and some have 

started multiplying. She is very much impressed 

with the development.  

She recounted that, she used to own 15 goats, but  

they remained seven because the others got sick 

and died. ñThe death of my goats pained me so 

much because they were my major source of in-

come thenò, she lamented.  

According to her, most of their livestock have died 

previously by unknown sickness because they do 

not have a qualified veterinarian in their communi-

ty and that, they have not been vaccinating them. 

ñThe blanket vaccination exercise conducted by 

FAO and the supply of drugs at our centre have 

really assured us of the health of our livestock and 

have motivated us to own moreò, she stated.  

Juliet, like many other beneficiaries, is hopeful 

that their livestock will multiply to earn them more 
income and improve their nutrition intake.  

Diversifying the income of mineral - rich communities  

FAO embarks on fishpond construction in Kono District  
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The Deputy Director of Fisheries, Lahai Sesay demonstrating to the youth the appropriate way to level the bonds  


